E634

in the past ten years he has been the Busi-
ness Manager of Local No. 25 of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
one of Long Island’s oldest and most re-
spected labor unions.

Bill is responsible for employment referrals,
organizing, negotiating and grievance handling
for the 2,300 active union members. Addition-
ally, he serves on the Boards of the Health &
Benefit Fund, Pension Fund and Training
Committee that provides fringe benefits for the
more than 3,000 Local No. 25 families.

Mr. Lindsay is an electrician by trade who is
a believer in education. He is a graduate of
the Local No. 25 I.B.E.W. Joint Apprenticeship
and Training Committee’s state registered Ap-
prentice Program. As Bill got involved in union
activities he went back to school as an adult
student and in 1977 he graduated from Cor-
nell University Labor Liberal Arts Program. Not
stopping there, he went on to earn a Bach-
elor's Degree from New York Institute of Tech-
nology.

Mr. Lindsay is happily married 33 years to
his wife Pat and they have three grown chil-
dren, Denise, Bill and Kathleen. In September
2001, Bill and Pat's life took a new turn as
Denise gave birth to their first grandchildren,
twin boys-Gabrielle and Daniel.

————

SAN DIEGO-IMPERIAL GIRL SCOUT
COUNCIL’S OPERATION THIN MINT

HON. SUSAN DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the Girl Scouts in San Diego
and Imperial Counties for their successful
completion of Operation Thin Mint. Operation
Thin Mint was created and implemented by
our local Girls Scouts as a way to show sup-
port for our military personnel serving in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom.

San Diego and Imperial County residents
participated in Operation Thin Mint by ordering
extra boxes of cookies. Between January 26
and March 17 of this year, the girls sold over
104,330 boxes of cookies for our troops over-
seas. In addition, Girl Scouts and local resi-
dents wrote a note to attach to each box ex-
pressing our gratitude for the sacrifices our
service men and women are making for our
country.

On April 9, the first shipment of cookies
began their journey overseas. The Navy
worked closely with the Girl Scouts to develop
a plan to distribute the cookies, and together
they have a goal of delivering one box to
every U.S. service member deployed afloat in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

As many of my colleagues know, this year
marks the 90th anniversary of Girl Scouting. In
this anniversary year, | can think of no better
way to commemorate the role this important
organization has played in the lives of young
women than to highlight their work on Oper-
ation Thin Mint.

The success of Operation Thin Mint clearly
demonstrates that the 33,000 Girl Scouts in
San Diego and Imperial Counties are fulfilling
the Girl Scout mission of helping all girls grow
strong. There is no doubt that this invaluable
organization will continue to help girls develop
to their full potential, relate positively to others,
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develop values that provide the foundation for
sound decisionmaking, and contribute to soci-
ety.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THOMAS F.
MIRIELLO

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today and honor Thomas
F. Miriello, the Area Director for Cumberland
County Mental Health. On April 26, 2002, Mr.
Miriello will retire after serving the people of
North Carolina for over thirty-six years.

Thomas Miriello was a strong and effective
advocate for individuals and families affected
by mental illness, substance abuse, and de-
velopmental disabilities. Mr. Miriello has re-
ceived numerous awards spanning his career,
including Mental Health Professional of the
Year, the Lifetime Achievement Award from
the North Carolina Foundation on Alcohol and
Drug Studies, and Outstanding Young Men of
America Award.

Advocating for the mentally ill and educating
the public about mental illness were the pas-
sion of Mr. Miriello. He has made countless
contributions to generating and enhancing
services, support, and quality of life for those
individuals affected by mental illness, sub-
stance abuse, and developmental disability.
Throughout his illustrious career, Mr. Miriello
has served our communities and our nation
with devotion, dedication, and determination.

We owe Thomas Miriello our sincere appre-
ciation for his thirty-six years of committed
service to our state. His compassion for the
people of North Carolina should serve as an
example to us all.

May God bless him and his family, and may
God bless the great state of North Carolina.

TRIBUTE TO JACK BARRETT
HON. DOUG OSE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
a constituent of mine, Jack Barrett. Mr. Barrett
has been a resident of Colusa County in Max-
well since his birth 72 years ago. During World
War Il there was a manpwoer shortage in
Maxwell and Jack was “drafted” into the Max-
well Fire Protection District at the age of 12
year old, while still in the 8th grade. At the
time the Maxwell Fire Trucks would drive by
the school and pick up the young men in order
for them to assist in fighting fires. Since that
time, Jack Barrett has faithfully served the
Maxwell Fire Department and has provided
excellent service to the citizens of the Maxwell
Community for more than 60 years.

In 1955 Mr. Barrett was appointed Assistant
Chief and has loyally and dutifully served in
that capacity until his retirement in February of
2002. Jack Barrett is a staunch example of a
public servant and | stand here today to rec-
ognize his dedication to his community, his
devotion to the Maxwell Fire Department, and
his steadfast commitment to public service.

April 26, 2002

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS LARSON, DE-
TACHMENT COMMANDER OF THE
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 2002

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to salute
Dennis Larson, a resident of Iron Mountain,
Michigan, a community in my congressional
district. Dennis is currently serving as Detach-
ment Commander for the State of Michigan for
the Sons of The American Legion.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the Sons of The
American Legion are the male descendants of
veterans of World War |, World War Il, the Ko-
rean War, the Vietnam War, Lebanon, Gre-
nada, Panama or the Persian Gulf War. Like
the American Legion, S. A. L. members work
to foster patriotism, a sense of commitment to
the community, and an appreciation of the
sacrifice of America’s veterans. | myself am a
member of Squadron #50, where Dennis
served as commander, adjutant and finance
officer. Like myself, Dennis is also a former
law enforcement officer.

In his veterans’ work Dennis has estab-
lished a track record of leadership, concern,
foresight and involvement. He has continued
to work to charter new squadrons across
northern Michigan, a remarkable testimonial to
his leadership in the context of declining mem-
berships in clubs and organizations across
much of the nation.

In his writings in Legion publications—and
also in his speeches, which Dennis gives im-
promptu and from the heart—he has sought to
strike those themes that are especially impor-
tant since September 11—that in this war
against terrorism we as a nation will stand
strong and united. We must never forget those
who fought in earlier struggles. Dennis’ work
on behalf of veterans at the veterans’ medical
facility in Iron Mountain is another testament
to his dedication to these men and women
who have served their nation so well.

In an effort to promote a sense of national
participation and solidarity, Dennis is also a
strong supporter of the Blue Star Banner pro-
gram. The Blue Star Banner is displayed in
the window of families who have a loved one
serving on active duty in the armed forces.
Because these banners remind friends, neigh-
bors and relatives of those in service, the goal
of uniting the community behind our Armed
Forces is once again served.

Showing one’s pride in having a family
member in the military service comes naturally
to Dennis, who is eligible for membership in
the S. A. L. through the service of his father,
Ernst Larson Sr., a World War Il veteran, ex-
POW and Purple Heart recipient. In addition,
Dennis and his wife Barbara have three Blue
Star Banners hanging in their window. Of the
five children they have together, four have
military ties—Todd is a staff sergeant in the
Air Force, Tim and Danny are on active duty
in the Navy, and Andy is a former Navy man.
One daughter, Stephanie, is married and lives
in North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, | was proud to have the oppor-
tunity last June to second the nomination of
Dennis Larson as Detachment Commander for
the State of Michigan. Now his one-year tour
of service nears completion, and Dennis will
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